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Disappearing garden birds 
 
During August and September, charities such as the RSPB and the BTO are deluged with 

emails and phone calls asking “Where have all my garden birds gone?”. It happens every 
year, and is supported by evidence - birds do indeed leave gardens in the late summer. 
Have a look at the graph below for Blackbirds, taken from the Garden Birdwatch data:  

So what is going on? Well three things really, The first is that birds have finished breeding 
so they are no longer so conspicuous - no singing and no collecting food for broods of 
youngsters. And finding food for themselves is easy with the hedges laden with berries and 

plenty of insects. But there is more than that.  
 
Once birds have finished breeding they moult. All or most of their feathers are replaced in 

sequence over a period of weeks or months. When they are moulting they are vulnerable 
to predation, as their flight is impaired. And they probably feel pretty fed up and very itchy! 
So they find a dark bush in which to sit and wait for their feathers to grow.  A few quick 

visits outside for food but otherwise they are invisible. Once it’s all over they emerge a 
“new bird”, and in the case of Robins, waste no time in setting up a winter territory, by 
singing and chasing away intruders. 

 
However, if you are not a Robin, for example if you are a Blackbird or a Chaffinch, you will 
very likely wander around the neighbouring countryside, finding easy living in the hedges, 
woods and fields. Goldfinches may join big flocks feeding on thistles in field edges, Natural 

food in gardens may be at a low point as so many birds have been feeding there all spring, 
but even feeders fail to attract much interest. But as soon as the weather turns cold round 
about November, the birds will all be back again and the feeders will return to the their 

springtime activity.  
 
As I write this in mid-October the birds have not really returned yet. Even the windfall 

apples are untouched, apart from by hungry Jays who have no acorns to feed on this year. 
It seems that the tits may have had a  poor breeding year so perhaps the numbers may be 
a little low, but they will be back! 

Rosemary Royle 



 

Marloes Village Hall green energy: report on Phase Two  

 

   With Pembrokeshire County Council Enhancing Pembrokeshire fund support, 5.3 kW
(peak) of mains-connected solar PV was installed in November 2020.  Featuring an export-
limiting device which diverts solar power not used in the building to two storage heaters, 

the PV system has since kept the hall far drier and noticeably warmer than previously 
known: once village life is back nearer normality, all hall users will benefit from this zero 
carbon background heating.  N.B. a full PV operating log is accessible online: we gladly 

share this information with anybody, especially would-be PV installers. 
  We're now pleased to report that Phase 2 of our “greening” project is physically com-
plete with the fitting of a second Tesla Powerwall battery, taking energy storage capacity 

to 24 kWh; the battery installation was mostly funded by the National Park’s Sustainable 
Development Fund.  Whilst the final control set-up (necessary before official system hand-
over) is pending, we can already report that the first battery works just as intended: meter 
readings show that several evening events have used battery electricity only, with no 

mains power consumed. 
  Once the system is fully “tuned”, we can choose: let the batteries re-charge in daytime 
using our own solar power (typical summer mode), or (winter) recharge them overnight 

from the mains to maximise the daytime solar “free heat” benefit. 
  Upon final set-up and official handover we hope to start sharing more operating data, 
including hall internal conditions. 

  

Marloes Village Hall Committee   

THE HYDROGEN ERA ARRIVES IN PEMBROKESHIRE 

October 7th saw the official launch of the Milford Haven Energy Kingdom hydro-
gen facility in Milford Docks.  The Mackerel Quay installation doesn't just dis-
pense pressurised hydrogen gas for fuel cell cars (or other on/ off road vehicles, 
or vessels); it incorporates electrolysers which produce hydrogen in situ by split-
ting water, using “green” electricity generated by the solar PV installations which 
cover the roofs of various large dockside buildings. 

Rides were offered in Rasa fuel cell lightweight cars, built in Llandrindod Wells 
(www.riversimple.com).  On show was a Toyota Mirai production fuel cell saloon, 
a “straight swap” for a petrol/Diesel model in capacity & performance 
terms.  Recently a Mirai landed the Guinness world record for distance travelled 
on a single hydrogen charge: 845 miles.  If that wasn't impressive enough, 
weight of fuel consumed was only 5.65 kg.  And, typically, hydrogen vehicles re-
fuel from empty in 5 minutes: no battery car, not even one on a superfast 
charger, comes anywhere near. 

Progress being made with green hydrogen (made from renewable electricity) is 
truly remarkable: see the website www.h2-view.com.  It will be key to decarbon-
ising heavy industry (steel, cement, etc.) and reconciling variable renewable 
power generation with grid demand patterns.  Bulk production and handling of 
green hydrogen on the Haven shores could be key to Pembrokeshire maximising 
its benefit from floating offshore wind developments in the Celtic Sea and West-
ern Approaches, with a total estimated generating potential of 50 to 70 Giga-
watts. 

Milford Haven Energy Kingdom website: www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/mh2-energy
-kingdom. 

Chris Jessop 

Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,  
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale 

Dear Everyone, 

  I discovered a new word last month ‘zymposium’ which is a 
meeting held on zoom. The zymposium I attended was talking about 
how to support people’s wellbeing and mental health, especially in these 
difficult days. 

  One of the speakers showed a diagram on how individuals 
and communities respond to traumatic events. It showed there was a 
stage she called ‘heroic’ when people pull together, help each other, are 
kind and supportive. But after that stage comes quite a severe and pro-
longed dip, where people are angry, exhausted, disillusioned, and de-
pressed. The good news is after the dip comes a realistic process of 
rebuilding. It has its ups and downs but it is possible to come through 
in a better state than before. 

  Someone asked the speaker where she thought we, as a 
country, were now on the graph and she pointed to the lowest part of 
the disillusioned dip. Someone else asked her how long it would take to 
get to the point where we were gaining, back to where we were before 
and a little better. She said most experts calculate, in this case, it will 
be around ten years. 

  Listening to that I felt a deep urge to prove her wrong.  

  Still, if we are at the bottom of the dip, we have to try all 
the harder to be kind to one another, to bear with and support each 
other, to accept the help we need and try to find ways of helping one 
another. We won’t feel like doing that at present. It won’t be as easy 
as it was in the heroic phase but, I suppose, this is where we learn and 
prove who we are. 

  It is my prayer that we will prove the experts wrong and 
prove ourselves to be kind people, resilient, hopeful, able to weather 
whatever November throws at us. 

  With our love and prayers, 

  Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor 



OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 

November and October could be said to have many of the same threads 
running through them. October is the month of harvest, when we reflect on the 
bounty given by seeds well sown, which germinate and grow to produce a fine 
crop. November is the time we reflect on a different type of gathering in. We re-
flect on those we have lost.  

In life there are sowers of seeds and ideas, two of whom we have just lost, 
Margaret Copley and Bill Roberts. Two very different people who nonetheless had 
a common purpose of imparting knowledge to the young, trying to inspire them as 
they find their way in life. Both made a great contribution to our communities and 
whose legacy is there for all to see.  

Mr Roberts followed teaching by working as a County Councillor and was 
able to use that position to work tirelessly to improve the lot of those he represent-
ed. Margaret Copley took a different route and worked within the community start-
ing the History Group, being very active in the WI, the Gardening Club and Dale 
Walled Garden. Her love of the environment led her to be part of the Environment 
group and through all these avenues she continued to sow seeds - ideas, knowledge 
and an appreciation for the place we live in.  

In Margaret's case a hand guided her steps, from her choice of Durham 
University where she met Alan, to the decision to do a Dip Ed while he was doing 
his military service, to Alan taking up a teaching post in Haverfordwest - so Mar-
garet found herself in Dale with a school needing a teacher, and later a Head.   

All in our communities will be the poorer for their passing, but the many 
generations of children who benefited from the seeds they sowed- a lasting legacy 
and one the whole community will derive satisfaction from as we enjoy the fruits 
of their labour.  

Mr. William Joseph “Bill” Roberts.  

The Community of St. Ishmaels have remembered in recent weeks the contribu-
tion that the late Bill Roberts made to the Village and in later years to the wider 
Community in Pembrokeshire . He came to St. Ishmaels School as Headteacher 
following on from Mr. Leo O’Rouke. He retired from that post in 1996 ahead of 
the move to a Federated School in 1998. Over the years, he has watched his  
pupils grow up into adults, becoming parents and even grandparents themselves. 
Sport was a big passion of Bill’s, he was involved in the village football and crick-
et, managing the 2nds in both. He went from playing cricket, then umpiring, to 
finally becoming groundsman spending many hours getting the pitch perfect. He 
also became Clerk to St. Ishmaels Community Council, and later a Community 
Councillor. This experience led to him to standing for the County Council after he 
retired, and this culminated with him serving as Chairman of Pembrokeshire 
County Council for two years. Sadly, his later years were dogged by ill health. Bill 
surely was a very well known and respected member of the community in St. Ish-
maels and beyond.  

A SCHISM IN MARLOES -  a poem written in the early years of the 20th century or 
the late 19the century. (I do not know the original title). See the previous page for more 
information. 



Robins singing in late summer 

Some time in late August, Robins start singing again, having been quiet for a month 
or two.  

They do this because they are one of the few birds to maintain a winter territory, 
which they defend by singing and by chasing off intruders.   

At this time of the year they are very obvious, as, apart from the odd quick warble 
from a Wren or a Dunnock,  they are the only bird singing.  

Many people consider that the Robin’s autumn song is more wistful than the 
spring song, but I am not sure about this. I think Robin song always sounds wistful, 
with lots of minor keys, half tones and strange intervals.  

I am pretty sure humans are simply projecting their own feelings – happy in spring, 

sad in autumn! 

However there is one factor that could be playing a part.  Many of these Robins 

will be young birds singing for the first time, and it takes them time to develop 

their full Robin repertoire. So these songs may well be simpler than their fully de-

veloped spring song. They will therefore sound different – but more wistful?? I will 

leave you to judge! 

Rosemary Royle 

POEM 

The poem overleaf was sent to me by Jennifer Davies from Munt. (Other members of the 
community also have copies). Jennifer writes: 

“It was written before 1900, as I know some of the people named in it. My great great 
grandparents are on the second page, Richard Collins Edwards (13/08/1826- 1907) other-
wise Dick the lane and his wife Betsy – Elizabeth Griffiths (1816-1899). (She had married 
previously to Wm. Jenkins but he died, and she then  married Dick the lane). Dick was a 
fisherman, and in between, he and his son helped out on the farming at Skomer Island. 

Their son Long Willie the Lane is on the first page – William Edwards(1861-1934) 

Harry and Margaret – Harry was Dick the Lane’s brother Harry Edwards 1839-1937. He 
was a mason, I think he built the clock for Lord Kensington. 

There were so many Edwards’s in Marloes that they had nicknames so you knew who 
they were talking about. 

Bulldog Edwards was John Edwards.  Jack Breeches for obvious reasons! 

Ned Codd was from Hook Farm, Martin’s Haven, and George Ormond originated from 
Old Winterton,  Mullock Bridge (the old cottage, that still remains there, and has been left 
as it was (without the thatched roof).” 

Some further notes from Yvonne Evans: The Alice Morgan mentioned is Ira's grandmoth-
er and my great grand-mother.  The Village Hall was the Wesleyan Chapel.  The Baptists 
started at the Meeting House which is the last cottage on the left hand side going towards 
Martins Haven and then had the Chapel built opposite the Village Green.   

MARLOES & ST BRIDES VILLAGE HALL 
 

IS OPEN FOR BOOKINGS with amended guidance in line with the 
latest Government Covid-19 guidelines. For all enquiries and bookings please 

contact the bookings secretary, Emma Truelove 
 

Email: mvhbookings@hotmail.com    Mob: 07896 719409 

WALWYN'S CASTLE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Is pleased to welcome you back safely and is available for bookings and classes. 
           All enquiries to  Jean Rees on 01437929813 

Email wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com 

Royal British Legion 
 

The Milford Haven branch of the Royal British Legion 
together with Milford Haven Secondary School have  

produced a book commemorating the 75th anniversary of 
the end of the 2nd World War. 

 
 

It is a substantial book with contributions from over 70 
people from the County who served or from their         

descendants. 
 

It also lists all those from Pembrokeshire who fell, the 
circumstances and where they are buried. 

 
The price is £19.99 available from Anthony Williams 

01646636598. 

 
Proceeds will go to the Poppy Fund and Milford Haven 

School 

Marloes & St Brides 50 Club October Draw 
First prize: Mary Lewis 

Second Prizes: Rachel Owen, Hilary Anderson, Pat Krelle 
Third prizes: Hugh Richards, Ira Hemingway, Suzanne Johnson 

mailto:wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com


LOOK AFTER THE PENNIES…… 

For a number of years Steve Ford and his family had been putting their small 

change into a very large (one gallon) whisky bottle. When they came to move out 

of Winterton Farm last month, not only the bottle, but also several jam jars now 

contained a prodigious weight of coins. 

They very kindly decided to donate these to Marloes Church and so, one sunny 

morning,  Yvonne and Russell together with Peter Royle gathered in the  con-

servatory at Lower Mullock for a grand counting session, with 4988 coins to be 

sorted, counted, and bagged. Just persuading the coins out of the neck of the 

whisky bottle was quite a feat. 

When all was counted, bagged, and check weighed we were delighted to find that 

the Church would benefit by 

£99.25 thanks to Steve and Liz’s 

generosity. 

We also found some odd balls 

amongst the coins – Swiss, USA 

and Belarussian(?) coins were 

there together with a Waitrose 

token and a token from a Bell’s 

Fruit Machine! 

Left is a picture of Yvonne trying 

to persuade the coins out of the 

bottle! 

Shibori Dyeing Christmas workshop 

at Walwyns Castle Village Hall 

Saturday December 4th, 10am - 1pm 

Make your own scarf using Shibori dyeing techniques, (Japanese tie 
dyeing) 

A personal Christmas gift or treat yourself. 

Led by Kate Freeman 

£20.00 per person, includes all materials 

Book your place via email to 

Wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com 

Or tel 07496001932 

F. Walwyn's Castle village hall 

11) The old pink estate-workers cottages and surrounding land belong to the Pembrokeshire 
Coast National Park. In normal years they are let to scouts, cubs and guides who camp in 
the walled garden and take part in outdoor activities. For many of the children it is their 
first taste of the sea, camping and outdoor adventure, so is an unforgettable experience.  
The visits began in 1946 when scouts and guides visited the scout and guide troops based 
in Kensington Hospital and began camping on the Green.  

12) The building behind the toilets is the Pump House, restored by the Friends of the Pem-
brokeshire Coast National Park in 2000, when a 16,000-gallon underground reservoir was 
discovered. The building houses posters explaining the history of the area, a window and 
light to see the reservoir, and the restored 1920 Tangye engine which was used to pump 
water to a covered reservoir above the castle, then gravity-fed to the house, farm, laundry 
and stables.  

 
Compiled by Jane Warr, with thanks to Dorothy Willcock 
St. Bride’s Part 2 will be coming next year 

Quiz postscript  
 
Some further information about  St. Bride’s Castle as Kensington Hospital for children with 
TB: 
 
A man called David Pearce has collected information and photos about the hospital,  
and has written about his time as a “Balcony Boy” patient from 1947 to 1952.  
See kensingtonhospitalmemories.blogspot.com   
 
Also by chance a lady called Ann Shaw was featured on Radio 4’s “Saturday Live” on 16 Oc-
tober. She was a child TB patient at Craig-y-Nos in the Brecon Beacons - a castle very similar 
to St. Bride’s. Go to craig-y-nos.blogspot.com for more information and a link to an interest-
ing ITV documentary about the children at the castle.  

Marloes Sands Midwinter Beach Clean 

ADVANCE NOTICE – PROVISIONAL ARRANGEMENT 

At the time of going to press Welsh Government rules would allow a 
New Year’s beach clean. 

Until advised otherwise… 

Date: New Year’s Eve, Friday 31st December 
As the daytime low tide is 1.70 m at 09.55, 

the plan is to set off from Marloes Sands Car Park at 09.00 
All come at own risk          U16s must be accompanied 

Electrolux dishwasher free as I need the space. It’s a slim line model and 

is 45cms wide. It is elderly but hardly used and is in good condition and 

works OK.    Phone  Chris on 01646 636443   

mailto:Wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com


Quiz  Answers 
 

1) The name St Bride refers to Bridget of Kildare, (451 – 525 AD), daughter of an Irish 
prince, who founded several nunneries in Ireland and is said to have come to Pembroke-
shire to do the same. Sometimes she is also associated with St.David in the early 6th cen-
tury.   

2) St.Bride’s Castle is currently holiday apartments owned by the Holiday Property Bond, 
who bought and restored  it in 1991. The tasteful restoration won the Prince of Wales 
award for Architecture in 1993. 

3) From 1923 the Castle was Kensington Hospital, a TB hospital for up to 100 children 
with its own school employing a headmaster and 5 teachers. By 1964 it had become a 
mainly convalescent and geriatric hospital, and finally closed down in 1978. 

4) In the corner of the churchyard are the graves of 8 children who died of TB at the hospi-
tal between 1924 and 1937 and had no homes to be returned to. 

5) Originally called St.Bride’s Hill, a big house was built on the site in 1739 by Charles 
Philipps, then owner of St.Bride’s Abbey and estate. From 1880 the house was occupied 
by the 4th, 5th and 6th Barons Lord Kensington (Edwardes) whose fortunes had come 
from estates in London. (eg. The Marloes Road, Edwardes Square, Pembroke Square 
area of Kensington.) The family modernized and extended the St.Bride’s house in 1905, 
and in 1913 added running water, heating, electricity and sanitation. In 1920 the whole 
estate of 3662 acres was sold, including the islands of Skomer, Midland, Grassholm and 
Gateholm. The family kept their hunting lodge at Druidston (now the hotel) as their 
country base. 

6) The symbols on the cross show that the Baron was a member of the Freemasons. There 
are similar symbols on gravestones in Marloes churchyard.   

7) Called  St.Bride’s Abbey, the ruined building in the woods is thought to have been origi-
nally a medieval 3-storey tower house or first-floor hall-house, commonly built in Pem-
brokeshire by wealthy landowners and farmers. The vaulted ground floor would have 
been unheated and the entrance to the upper living quarters via the external stairway. 
Possibly the home of John de St.Bride, a powerful supporter of Henry VII in the late 
15C.  The tower house was probably part of a larger complex including the walled gar-
den, old courtyard and gateway next to the pink cottages on St. Bride’s Green, possibly 
including a religious community, and occupied until the new house was built on the hill 
in 1739. The tower was altered and modernized in the 18C. ( A similar restored tower 
house can be visited at Angle).  

8) In 1982 Arthur Duncan with his metal detector found 3 pewter dishes about a foot deep 
in the mud. Ranging in size from 11 to 15 ins, one plate was stamped LRA 1624. They 
were probably hidden in the Civil War and belonged to Rowland Laugharne of St. 
Bride’s and his wife Ann, who are thought to have lived in the old tower house (the Ab-
bey). The treasure was sold by Sotheby’s for £2,000. 

9) Opposite the old tower house on the drive to the Castle is a sunken cave used as a cold 
store or ice house. 

10) In the walled garden are 33 apple trees of at least 20 varieties, plus pear, plum and 
quince trees as well as a very old Black Mulberry. Thousands of Black Mulberries were 
planted by the gentry in the early 17c as a response to James I’s plea in 1607 to plant 
Mulberries to start off a British silk industry. Unfortunately the trees imported were the 
Black variety and not the White Mulberry preferred by silk moths. 

Continued on a following page 
 

Marloes and St Brides 
Items under discussion at the October meet-
ing included the following:- 
 

Coronavirus Emergency – The Council 
noted that there has been a significant in-
crease in the number of cases in Pembroke-
shire.  Local children attending Coastlands 

and Milford School have been affected. 
Withybush Hospital had been closed to visi-
tors that day – since modified.  It is important 

to follow the current regulations.     
Audit 2020/21 – The Clerk advised that the 
Wales Audit office had not completed the 

audit process by the end of September, and 
had requested that information to this effect 
should be placed on the relevant website to-

gether with the accounting statements.  The 
latter have not copied very well.  A hard copy 
can be viewed by application to the Clerk to 

arrange an appointment.   
Bus Timetables – Please note that the 
timetables have changed, and any in the Bus 

Shelter are out of date. Please either contact 
Edwards Brothers or view the timetable on-
line via the Marloes website or the Pembs CC 

website.  
Planning Matters 
NP/19/0678/S73  - Ty Gwyn, Marloes –    

Notice of Appeal received.  This was consid-
ered at the extra meeting held on the 28th 
September and the meeting agreed to draw 
various points with regard to the caravan to 

the attention of the Planning Inspector. 
NP/21/01777/FUL – 7, Green Meadow Close, 
Marloes – Clerk to ask PCNP for a copy of 

the Decision Notice as it was not at that date 
available on their website.   
(NP/21/0633/FUL – The Green, Marloes  - 

Reconstruction of outhouses containing utility 
room, WC and shower room.  Construction 
of lightweight canopy to connect the house 

into the utility room.   This application was 
received after the meeting and will be on the 
agenda of the November meeting.)  

Enhancing Pembrokeshire Fund – Solar 

Pavilion – Members were agreed that this 
proposal had been advertised via notices, a 
site meeting and on the agenda of the Com-

munity Council meetings.  Two e-mails had 
been received by individuals objecting to the 
project.    The Council agreed that the appli-

cation process should proceed.  Mr. Malcolm 
Cullen after talking to others in the Commu-
nity had forwarded details of 9 possible pro-

jects - Seven in Marloes village, and two in the 
churchyards. Agreed that the Clerk send an 
initial response, and also seek comments 
from the County Council as several of the 

proposals affect Highways, and from PCNP as 
one affects a Bridleway.  Noted that this year 
2021/22 the Community Council requested a 

precept of £3100, and this means a Council 
Tax D household in the Community contrib-
utes £16.50p towards this income, with other 

households paying more or less depending on 
their listing.     
Village Green/Parking Problems -  The 

meeting received a letter with regard to park-
ing on the Green, and suggesting possible 
measures to deter this practice.  Council 

members are aware that parking on the Vil-
lage Green, by Moriah Chapel and outside the 
Toilets have all caused problems over the 

summer. Parking on the Village Green is an 
offence, and every effort should be made to 
advise visitors not to park on that area. Ad-

vice may be sought from the County Council, 
as the area opposite the Green is County 
Highways and mainly within the junction of 

the Glebe Lane.  
Speed Warning Sign – The County Coun-
cil are expecting Westcotec to return to 
Pembrokeshire shortly.  It is intended to have 

the speed sign turned round to face down 
Marloes village.  Council members will also be 
shown how to access the information record-

ing numbers of vehicles exceeding the 20mph 
limit.  A summary report will then be publi-
cised.        

Community Councils  



 

 

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the 

Council will be held on Monday 8th Novem-
ber at Marloes Village Hall, commencing at 
7.30pm.  Community residents of Marloes & 

St. Brides are welcome to attend and speak 
at the invitation of the Chairman.  Please see 
the notice nearer to the date for any changes 

to regulations.    
See www.marloes.org for further Communi-
ty information, minutes of the Community 

Council meetings that are approved and draft 
minutes of the October meeting to be rati-
fied at the November meeting.  Previous 
copies of Peninsula Papers (except adverts) 

are also available.  Council Minutes are re-
quired by law to be placed on-line.  Anyone 
having difficulties in accessing the minutes is 

welcome to contact the Clerk to arrange 
viewing of the hard copy. 

St Ishmaels 
Minutes of the council meeting of 13th Octo-

ber, 2021 in the Sports Club 
MATTERS ARISING:  
Brook Lake:  It was noted that this water-

way was now completely choked with water-
cress and, with winter upon us, it presents a 
hazard to road drainage and probable flood-

ing. It was felt that contrary to assertion by 
the highway authority, the blocking of the 
watercourse did impede residents in the 
event of flooding and there was a precedent 

for the county council carrying out mainte-
nance of the ditch, it having previously been 
cleared for many years by PCC. 

Noticeboards: The noticeboards in the vil-
lage being in a bad state, it was suggested 
that an approach to the Pembrokeshire En-

hancement Fund be made to replace them 
with modern weatherproof boards. A few 
designs were shown to councillors. 

War Memorial: It is incumbent on the coun-
cil to put out to tender work for the building 
of a new memorial to be erected on Burgage 

Green. However, in this case, the feeling was 
that local builders should have priority. Sev-

eral different designs for a new memorial 
were presented by the clerk and discussed 
by those present. The clerk to continue to 

further investigate designs, costings, quotes 
and planning stipulations. 
Sound and Lighting for the Sports Hall: 

Cllr. Lynda Thomas will contact the sports 
club committee to advise on applying for an 
Enhancement Grant or any other project 

they have in mind. 
PLANNING: The plans for the housing 
development in the Manse Field were shown, 
together with the planning application for a 

dwelling at Monkhill Farm.   During a discus-
sion with the clerk by a resident in Tre-
warren Road, concerns were expressed that 

surface water from the Manse Field develop-
ment should be diverted behind the houses 
and down to the Furzy, rather than being 

connected to the existing drain down Tre-
warren Road, which was already running at 
capacity. Comments on all these applications 

are forwarded to the planning authority. 
FINANCE: A budget for the next twelve 
months, which had been prepared by the 

clerk, was approved by the council. The bank 
account remains inflated by the disburse-
ments from the Memorial Hall and, after the 

priority of a new memorial is met, any sur-
plus capital will be discussed as to its best 
use for further community projects.  The 

clerk reported that, after further contact and 
submissions that had been made to the 
Wales Auditors, he anticipated the closure of 

the 2020 – 21 accounts. 
BILL ROBERTS:  Councillors expressed 
their sadness at the news of the death of Bill 
Roberts, a former and well-respected head 

teacher of the Coastlands School and convey 
their sincere condolences to his family.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

*It is feared that the continual problem of 
flooding on the Monkhaven Road by Long 
Lane is going to be repeated this winter, due 

to the continued blockage of the soakaway 
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MUSIC NIGHT 

Wednesday night is music night 
at Sandy Hill Chapel 8pm till late. 
Cover charge of £3.00 includes 
tea/coffee and biscuits, if you 

want alcohol bring your own.  

If you play an instrument, sing 
recite poetry or prose or just 
want to listen then this is the 
place for you. Any genre, any  

ability very welcome  

Local  Places Quiz  4 -  St. Brides 
 

1) Who was St. Bride? 

2) Who currently lives in St. Bride’s Castle? 

3) Who lived at the Castle during the war and what was the building called? 

4) Who do the row of 8 gravestones belong to in the NW corner of the churchyard? 

5) Who lived in St. Bride’s Castle before 1920? 

6) The largest Celtic cross in the churchyard is the gravestone of the 4th Baron Ken-
sington. Like the others, the stone is decorated with Celtic knot patterns. At the 
base is an eye, a sun, moon and stars, circles, triangles, a set-square and a pair of 
compasses. What do these symbols mean? 

7) What is the tall ruined building in the woodland half-way down the drive to the 
Castle? 

8) What was found in 1982 in the bottom of an old fish pond in the garden of the Old 
Rectory? 

9) Where is the Ice House?  

10) What is in the walled garden (kept locked) between the pink cottages and the Old 
Rectory? 

11) Who camps in the walled garden and uses the pink cottages? 

12) What is in the building behind the toilets in St. Bride’s car park? 
 

See over the page for answers 

http://www.marloes.org/


@The Brook Inn. Monday1st November  
7PM meeting, at The Brook 

On the 18thOct there was a very well-supported, enthusiastic meeting re-
garding the potential for the Brook Inn to become community owned, it is 
currently for sale. 

It was wonderful to see so many people brought together and shows how 
valuable to the community an asset like the Brook Inn can be, now, and in 
the future. 

The next meeting will be to establish a recognised committee, so that the 
process for potential community ownership can begin, please attend even if 
you do not wish to be a member. 

The wider the diversity, the more members, the better for the committee 
and community, even if you can’t make it regularly in person to meetings 
and need to call in online or live the other side of the world. (Even Marloes 
or Dale!) Some positions will need regular attendance. 

The most important asset to bring to the committee above all, will be      
enthusiasm. 

If you have skills in business, social-media-savvy, website building, director-
ships, chairing, accounting, fundraising, hostelry management etc and you 
would like to join or assist the committee that would be a huge bonus. 

Prior to the Nov 1st meeting an online presentation will be made by the    
CO-OP Wales outlining the process to be followed and how they support 
community groups; from recommending share schemes, providing business 
plans, to applying for the 50% funding. It is hoped this presentation will be 
made available afterwards for anyone to view so the community has a full 
understanding of the way forward. 

If you cannot attend the Nov 1st meeting but would like to be part of the 
committee, to register for the CO-OP presentation, if you have skills which 
you think will help, if you want to keep up with the process, email: 

brookinncommunity@outlook.com 

on the side of the highway. 

*There still remains a faulty street light in 
Grove Road. 
*Some streetlights in Lindsway Road are 

becoming obscured by tree growth. 
* The new location on the Brookside Green 
for the defibrillator taken from the hall, 

should be relayed to Peninsular Papers. 
ADDENDUM:  Following the council meeting 
and after further representation by the clerk to 

the rating authority, he was informed that, due 
to a new regulation from the Welsh Office, rates 
will no longer be applied to the public conven-
iences by the cricket pitch and that the rates 

already paid by the council from 2020 will be 
refunded. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednes-

day, December 15th at 7.00 p.m. in the 
lounge of the sports club. 

Dale 
From the September meeting: 
Broadway Katie Williams, the representa-
tive for Broadway, was unable to attend the 

meeting tonight, however she will be at the 
next meeting to give an update to Dale resi-
dents. It is hoped that a representative from 

PCC will also be able to attend. 
Parking Parking in the village has been a big 
problem over the summer season. The 
councillors are keen to meet with Marc Ow-

en in November to discuss his plans for the 
carpark in readiness for next year. Cars have 
been parked all over the village causing ob-

structions to large vehicles and farm machin-
ery as well as being parked on the double 
yellow lines regularly, even when the car-

park is not full. 
Seagull Sacks In a bid to try and stop grey 
bags being attacked by wildlife, ‘seagull sacks’ 

will be available to order via the Clerk at a 
cost of £5.30. The sacks are large enough to 
hold three grey bags and are made of the 

same material as the red and blue recycling 
bags. Anyone interested can contact the 

Clerk via email dalevillagecc@outlook.com 

Community Fireworks There will be a 
fireworks display on Friday 5th November 
however due to tidal restrictions there will 

be no fire this year. Hot dogs, soup and 
drinks at Coco’s Brasserie will be available 
from 6pm with fireworks at 7pm on the 

seafront. Contributions towards fireworks 
would be appreciated. 
Planning NP/21/0149/FUL -

 Speedlands Farm, Dale. The application was 
recommended for refusal by the case officer 
at a previous committee however the mem-
bers voted to overturn this decision. A cool-

ing off period of 6 weeks followed and when 
the committee met again, the decision to 
overturn was upheld and therefor the appli-

cation was granted.  
Audit Due to a backlog caused by Covid, 
the Audit office has not been able to reach a 

decision by the allotted time for the year 
end 2021. They have issued a notice allowing 
the Council to publish the Annual Return on 

their website. As soon as a decision is 
reached, that too shall be published. Please 
see Dale Community Council section on the 

village website: www.dalevillage.co.uk. 
Financial Payments The following pay-
ments were approved M&D PADS  : 

£100.00  Fireworks       : £200.00  
Wreath           : £75.00  Clerk              : 
£600.00 

Next Meeting The next meeting is sched-
uled for Monday 1st November commencing 
at 7pm in the Jubilee Suite of the Corona-

tion Hall Dale. Dale residents are normally 
very welcome to attend and speak at the 
invitation of the Chairman, however at pre-
sent due to current circumstances this is 

likely to be restricted.  

Please see dalevillage.co.uk for further Com-

munity information; minutes of the previous 

meetings after they are approved, and agen-

das.  
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November Diary 

NOVEMBER 

Mon   1 1900 Meeting to discuss the future of The Brook, at The Brook 

Mon  1 1900 Dale Community Council, Coronation Hall 

Tue  2 1430 Dale WI, Coronation Hall 

Fri  5 1900 Fireworks at Dale, with food at Cocos from 1800 

Mon   8 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council 

 

DECEMBER 

Sat  4 1000 Christmas workshop, Shibori scarf dyeing and making, Walwyns 

     Castle village hall, see advert 

Wed 15 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Sports and Social Club lounge 

 

Please see adverts for information on regular classes for: 

Tai Chi   

Ballet 

Dance Fit 

VIBZ Street Dance 

Zen Meditation 

Steps to Health 

Yoga and Natural Movement 

 

** Don’t forget, Music Night at Sandy Haven Chapel every Wednesday ** 

It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events  
for inclusion in the diary.  

BUS SCHEDULES 

Here are the bus schedules for the winter. 

315 service Monday to Friday only 

7 40am Marloes to Haverfordwest 

4 00pm Haverfordwest to Marloes. 

In between these times dial a ride only.  

400 service Wednesday only 

Normal service on this day. 

Timetables available on Pembs CC website.  

Peninsula Papers coloured covers 
 

If you had noticed the colour of this 
month’s cover and thought “That’s not 

a particularly appropriate colour for 
November” or maybe “That’s the same 
colour as last month” then that will be 

because we have been using up our 
stocks of coloured paper - producing 
what we call “a rainbow cover” - 

though of course you only get the rain-
bow effect when you can see the whole 
batch! 

 

 
 

The Heritage Centre will be open by 
appointment only   

 
Contact 

Harriet 636668 or 
Yvonne 636251 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP (CIO). 

 

It was with great sadness we sat down for the first Trustees meeting without 

Margaret Copley. Margaret’s death has left us feeling a bit rudderless at the His-

tory Group. As a founding member of the group Margaret, along with Jean, laid 

down the procedures and protocols followed by the group to this day, which 

have made the group the success it is. She was justifiably proud of what the 

group had achieved and become. Her love of history shone through all aspects of 

her work for the group.  She took a great delight in The Old Stables Heritage 

Centre on two counts - a love of using and ‘recycling’ an old village building and 

for achieving a base from which to operate within the community. A few years 

ago our chair interviewed Margaret as part of our Oral History project. Marga-

ret recalled her time as a teacher at, and then Head, of Dale School. She re-

ferred to lessons being held on local studies– which she says laid the foundation 

of her knowledge of and interest in the local history of the area. On reflecting on 

the WI book “Dale - an illustrated history”, Yvonne recalls Margaret comment-

ing it was an obvious choice to do as “I am a historian” - and she was. We have 

benefited from so much Margaret did quietly in the background and much more 

besides. Margaret will be much missed by us but leaves us with a model to follow 

which we hope we will do justice to in her memory. 

 

We were looking at how we can roll out a programme for 2022. In February 

1982, 40 years ago, there was the great snow storm. Most of the villages were 

cut off as access to and from them was almost impossible for 4-5 days. If you 

have any memories of this, or photos of the snow or dare we suggest film of 

happenings then, could you get in touch as we feel this might well be a topic for 

a very good evening early next year. We would also like to include any other 

extreme weather events which people might have records of. Could you be in 

touch with one of us so we can make use of memories, photos and the like? 

 

If you would like to know more about the History Group please contact Yvonne 

(636251) or Harriet (636668) 



CHURCH SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 
 
Marloes, St Brides and St Ishmaels 
 
November 7th  St Brides - Holy Communion 11am 
November 14th  St Peters Marloes - Holy Communion 9.30am,    
followed by Act of Remembrance 10:15 am at the War Memorial 
November 21st  St Ishmaels - Holy Communion 11am 
 
Dale  
November 7th   8.30 Eucharist  
November 14th  11:00  Act of Remembrance Dale War Memorial 
November 21st   8.30 Eucharist  
November 28th   6.00 Advent Carols in St Katharine’s and St Peter’s 
 

Walwyn’s Castle 
November 7th  11am  Holy Communion with Act of Remembrance 
November 21st 11am  Holy Communion 
November 28th  11am  Morning Prayer 
 

Robeston West 
November 14th 11am Holy Communion with Act of Remembrance 
November 28th 11am Morning Prayer 

Dale WI 

On the afternoon of the 5th October 2021 the WI got together for a 
Meeting in the Coronation Hall in Dale. 

Once all the business was concluded we had tea and biscuits.  Ellie 
Morgan bought photos of our  outings and we all had a trip down 
memory lane.  We also had fun trying to remember the names of some 
of the gardens we had visited and which plants they specialised in. 

The next Meeting is the AGM and will be on 2nd November 2021 at 
2.30 pm in the Coronation Hall, Dale 


